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Fertility 2015 is the 9th biennial conference of the UK Fertility 
Societies: the Association of Clinical Embryologists, British Fertility 
Society and the Society for Reproduction & Fertility. 
The conference will offer an exciting, cutting edge programme of high profile, scientific international and UK 
speakers, with a wide range of concurrent sessions focussing on specialist areas in fertility and reproductive 
biology. The event will also feature over 200 poster presentations and a large commercial exhibition attracting over 
400 experts in fertility, assisted conception, sexual health and reproductive biology. 

Plenary sessions will follow the story of preparing for implantation through to maintaining early pregnancy. 

Individual Society updates will address the latest developments in their fields including assessing the infertile 
couple, environmental and nutritional impacts, optimising embryo development, animal insights into reproduction 
and many others.

Who will attend?
The event will be of interest to all fertility and  
reproductive experts including:
•	 Andrologists
•	 Clinical Embryologists
•	 Consultant Embryologists
•	 Consultants in Reproductive Medicine
•	 Counsellors
•	 Gynaecologists
•	 Reproductive Biologists
•	 Reproductive Nurses 

“This was a very good way of networking, 
you were able meet people of all cadres 
and obtain up to date information 
regarding your field of interest”

“A good range of topics and speakers to 
appeal to all three societies”

“Challenged my existing way of working”

“This conference was one of the best 
organised that I have ever attended”

Why should I attend?

•	 Improve your knowledge and skills by learning about 
essential clinical and scientific developments

•	 Meet, network and discuss ideas with over 400 other 
fertility and reproductive experts 

•	 Enhance your CPD portfolio
•	 Visit the trade exhibition to obtain product samples, 

watch demonstrations and learn about new products 
and services

•	 Fantastic networking programme
•	 Low registration fees
•	 Opportunity to stay in Birmingham for the weekend 

and enjoy the city’s many attractions 

93% of delegates said they are interested 
in attending the 2015 conference

Call for abstracts
Don’t miss the opportunity to present your work by oral 
or poster presentation.

The conference committee is inviting submissions of 
papers that cover a wide variety of topics including cell 
signalling, assisted conception, clinical andrology, 
contraception, embryology, fertilization, infertility, nursing, 
oocytes, stem cells, ovarian follicles, pregnancy 
(including outcomes), psychosocial aspects, 
reproductive endocrinology, reproductive surgery, 
sperm, testis, uterus and many others.

Accepted oral papers will be allocated a 10 minute 
presentation as part of the main programme.  Posters 
will need to be on display for the duration of the 
conference. A presenter will need to register for 
conference to present the paper.

Deadline for submission: 7 September 2014

For further details or to submit an abstract please visit 
www.fertility2015.org



Tuesday 6 January
14.30 ACE networking event

Wednesday 7 January
8.00 Registration, exhibition, refreshments and poster presentations

PLEnARy SESSIon

9.15 Chair’s welcome 
Stephen Harbottle, Fertility 2015 Conference Chair and Chair, Association of 
Clinical Embryologists

9.20 Bob Edwards Memorial Lecture – Standing on the shoulders of giants 
Dr Sue Avery, Birmingham Women’s Hospital and Treasurer, British Fertility Society

PREPARATIon FoR IMPLAnTATIon

10.00 Endometrial scratch and hysteroscopy before IVF 
T.C. Li, Consultant Obstetrician and Gynaecologist, Sheffield

10.25 Does local regulation of endometrial steroid biosynthesis play a critical role 
in preparation for implantation in women? 
Professor Philippa Saunders, University of Edinburgh  

10.50 Communication between the embryo and the uterus; the role of Micro 
RnAs (MiRnAs)  
Dr Tamer Nafee, Sheffield University and Jessop Fertility 

11.05 Exhibition, refreshments and poster presentations

THE AnnE MCLAREn MEMoRIAL LECTURE  

12.00 The role of piRnAs in adult germ cells 
Professor Moira O’Bryan, Monash University, Australia 

13.00 Lunch, exhibition and poster presentations

13.00-
13.45

BFS General Meeting

14.15 SHoRT PAPER SESSIonS A

5 parallel sessions with peer reviewed short papers from submitted abstracts

15.45 Exhibition, refreshments and poster presentations

16.30 UPDATE SESSIon 1 

BFS update

16.30-
18.00

Assessing the infertile couple for fertility treatment
•	 Assessment of male factor infertility: the good the bad and the ugly – Sarah   

Martins da Silva, Clinical Lecturer in Reproductive Medicine, Medical Research 
Institute, Dundee 

•	 The uterus and infertility: polyps, fibroids and anomalies – Yacoub Khalaf, 
Director of the Assisted Conception Unit, Guy’s and St Thomas, London  

•	 Assessment of ovarian reserve and reproductive potential – Scott Nelson, 
Muirhead Chair of Reproductive & Maternal Medicine, University of Glasgow 

ACE update

16.30-
18.00

optimising embryo development and selection
•	 Embryo selection based on morphometric data – Carl Spiessens, Leuven 

University Fertility Centre, University Hospitals Leuven 
•	 The impact of IVF procedures on embryo and offspring health: an update 

on the Epi-Health project – Daniel Brison, Scientific Director, Department of 
Reproductive Medicine, University of Manchester

•	 Can we still select the best embryos for transfer using ‘classical embryo 
assessment’? – Diane Critchlow, Senior Clinical Embryologist, St. Mary’s 
Hospital, Manchester

SRF update

16.30-
18.00

Environmental and nutritional impacts of fetal development
•	 Impacts of environmental pollutants on fetal development – Richard Lea, 

Associate Professor of Reproductive & Developmental Biology, School of 
Veterinary Medicine and Science, University of Nottingham 

•	 Maternal nutrition and developmental origins of disease – Lucilla Poston,  
Prof of Maternal & Fetal Health, King’s College London 

•	 Heat stress and early development – Peter Hansen, University of Florida

nursing update

16.30-
18.00

optimising 
•	 Ultrasound scanning in early pregnancy – Nick Raine-Fenning, Consultant 

Gynaecologist and Associate Professor of Reproductive Medicine and 
Surgery, Queen’s Medical Centre, Nottingham 

•	 Miscarriage patients with recurrent miscarriage – Professor Siobhan Quenby, 
Professor of Obstetrics, University of Warwick

•	 How do women cope with recurrent miscarriage and what can we do to 
help? – Sarah Bailey, NIHR Clinical Doctoral Research Fellow, University of 
Southampton / University Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation Trust 

18.00-
19.00

Attended poster presentations and networking reception 

20.00 networking event - ThinkTank Museum
Coaches will depart from The ICC from 19.30

Thursday 8 January
8.00-
9.00

Besins Healthcare Symposium: The role of progesterone in luteal phase 
support and beyond

8.00 Registration, exhibition, refreshments and poster presentations

PLEnARy SESSIon - IMPLAnTATIon

9.15 Chair’s welcome  
Dr Franchesca Houghton, Senior Lecturer and Deputy Director of Postgraduate 
Studies, University of Southampton

9.20 The science of implantation  
Professor John Aplin, Professor of Reproductive Biomedicine, University of 
Manchester

9.45 Hormonal control of Endometrium 
Dr Claire Bourgain, Center for Reproductive Medicine, REIM workgroup VUB, 
Brussels & Surgical Pathology Lab Director, Imelda Hospital

10.10 Human endometrial receptivity. Clinical application  
Professor Carlos Simón, Professor of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, University  
of Valencia  

10.35 Exhibition, refreshments and poster presentations

ACE DISTInGUISHED LECTURE 

11.20 Assisted reproduction - evidence, intuition and financial reality
Professor Siladitya Bhattacharya, Professor of Reproductive Medicine,  
University of Aberdeen

12.20 Lunch, exhibition and poster presentations  

12.20-
13.00

ACE AGM

13.30 SHoRT PAPER SESSIonS B

5 parallel sessions with peer reviewed short papers from submitted abstracts

15.00 Exhibition, refreshments and poster presentations

15.45 UPDATE SESSIon 2 

BFS update

15.45-
17.15

optimising fertility treatment
•	 Ovarian stimulation, progesterone levels and outcome – Ernesto Bosch,  

IVI Valencia 
•	 Improving implantation following embryo transfer – Arri Coomarasamy, 

Professor of Gynaecology, University of Birmingham 
•	 Is it time to freeze all embryos? – Abha Maheshwari, Honorary Clinical Senior 

Lecturer, University of Aberdeen

ACE update

15.45-
17.15

optimising sperm assessment and selection
•	 Sperm DNA fragmentation; a clinically valuable test? – Jackson Kirkman 

Brown, Reader in Human Reproductive Science, Birmingham Women’s 
Fertility Centre 

•	 Is the assessment of sperm morphology now clinically obsolete? –  
Matt Tomlinson, Consultant Scientist & Head of Laboratory, Nottingham  
University Hospital  

•	 IMSI; a useful clinical tool or another unproven add on? – Martin Wilding, 
Rome American Hospital 

SRF update

15.45-
17.15

Animal insights in reproduction and fertility
•	 What can mice tell us about heavy menstrual bleeding? – Jackie Maybin, 

Clinical Lecturer in Obstetrics & Gynaecology, University of Edinburgh 
•	 What can sheep tell us about polycystic ovary syndrome? – Colin Duncan, 

Senior Lecturer in Reproductive Medicine, University of Edinburgh
•	 What can giant pandas tell us about managing subfertility? – Iain Valentine, 

Director, Giant Panda Project 

nursing update

15.45-
17.15

new challenges in reproduction
•	 Establishing an egg sharing programme – Debbie Evan, Director of Clinical 

Services, Herts and Essex Fertility Centres 
•	 New developments in the laboratory – Karen Turner, Oxford
•	 Alternative families – a clinic’s journey – Sarah Templeton, Herts and Essex 

19.30 Conference networking dinner, The ICC
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Friday 9 January
08.45 Registration, exhibition, refreshments and poster presentations

PLEnARy SESSIon

9.10 Chair’s welcome  
Allan Pacey, Chair, British Fertility Society and Senior Lecturer in Andrology, 
University of Sheffield

9.15 THE PATRICK STEPToE MEMoRIAL LECTURE

Contribution of blastocyst micromanipulation to the study of implantation 
and early embryogenesis 
Prof Sir Richard Gardner, University of Oxford and Honorary Professor,  
University of York

10.10  Hype vs. reality debate - This house believes patients should be offered 
any treatment they wish  
Chair: Alison Murdoch, Newcastle Fertility Centre @ Life 
For: Simon Fishel, Care Fertility 
Against: Raj Mathur, Cambridge IVF

10.50 An update on nHS funding 
Susan Seenan, Chief Executive, INUK

11.05 Exhibition, refreshments and poster presentations

11.40 UPDATE SESSIon 3 

BFS update

11.40-
13.10

Challenges in fertility practice
•	 Recurrent implantation failure – Jan Brosens, Chair of Obstetrics and 

Gynaecology, University of Warwick 
•	 Poor ovarian response: is anyone too difficult to treat – Sam Abdalla, Clinical 

Director, The Lister Hospital 
•	 The place of PGS in current practice – Caroline Ogilvie, King’s College London

ACE update

11.40-
13.10

Future horizons
•	 Clinical treatment of mitochondrial disease: are we ready? – Lindsey 

Butterworth, Research Associate, Newcastle upon Tyne 
•	 PLC Zeta: the possibility of developing alternate treatments when ICSI fails – 

Karl Swann, Chair in Reproductive Cell Biology, University of Cardiff  
•	 Reproductive genetics: the dawn of a new era – Dagan Wells, Senior Fellow, 

Nuffield Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology 

SRF update

11.40-
13.10

Establishing the ovarian reserve
•	 What controls primordial follicle formation? – Andrew Childs, Lecturer, 

Department of Comparative Biomedical Science, Royal Veterinary College, 
University of London 

•	 Regulation of early follicle development – Mark Fenwick, Sheffield
•	 Is the ovarian reserve replenished after birth? – Evelyn Telfer, Personal Chair in 

Reproductive Biology, University of Edinburgh 

nursing update

11.40-
13.10

Do we really need doctors?
•	 Nurse led clinics – Carrie Lomax, Nurse Manager, The Bristol Centre for 

Reproductive Medicine 
•	 Patients expectations – Heidi Birch, Director of Nursing Services, Midland 

Fertility Services
•	 First do no harm - managing patients expectations – Ruth Wilde, Fertility 

Counsellor, University Hospital Southampton 

13.10 Lunch, exhibition and poster presentations (final session)

CLoSInG PLEnARy SESSIon – MAInTAInInG EARLy PREGnAnCy

14.10 Chair’s welcome 
Valentine Akande, Consultant, Bristol Centre for Reproductive Medicine, British 
Fertility Society

14.15 The ‘choosy uterus’ 
Professor Nick Macklon, Professor of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, University  
of Southampton

14.45 The role of endocannabinoids in implantation 
Dr Sarah Melford, University of Leicester

15.15 nKC update 
Professor Siobhan Quenby, Professor of Obstetrics, University of Warwick

15.45-
15.50

Closing remarks 
Valentine Akande, Consultant, Bristol Centre for Reproductive Medicine, British 
Fertility Society 
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Personal details
Title Dr/Prof/Mr/Mrs First Name

Surname

Job title

Employing organisation

Address

     Postcode

Tel

Email

Additional requirements

Dietary:  Vegetarian    Vegan    Other

 Wheelchair access    Loop system  

 Other

 I am noT willing to have my details on the delegate list 

Registration fees 
Member rates apply to current members of the BFS, SRF and ACE 

Ticket type Before 
31 oct

1 nov to 
4 Jan

5 January  
onwards

 Full conference member £395 £465 £495

 Full conference non-member £465 £545 £575

 One day member £195 £235 £250

 One day non-member £235 £275 £290

Day/s you wish to attend
 Wednesday 
 Thursday  
 Friday

Conference sessions

Please indicate which sessions you wish to attend 
Update session 1: Wednesday 7 January, 16.30-18.00 

 BFS    ACE    SRF    Nursing

Update session 2: Thursday 8 January, 15.45-17.15 

 BFS    ACE    SRF    Nursing

Update session 3: Friday 9 January, 11.40-13.10 

 BFS    ACE    SRF    Nursing

Payment
 I enclose a cheque made payable to Fertility Conference Ltd for 
the sum of £  PO no

 Please send me an invoice for the sum of £

 Please debit my credit/debit card for the sum of £

Card no:     /     /     /    
Expiry:   /       Issue no:      Security Code:   

Name and address of cardholder if different to delegate attending

Name

Address

     Postcode

By signing this form I have read and agreed to adhere to the 
terms and conditions overleaf:

Signature

Date

  DELEGATE BOOKING FORM



Profile Productions Ltd

Exchange Plaza

58 Uxbridge Road

London

W5 2ST

Tel: +44 (0)20 3725 5840

Fax: +44 (0)844 507 0578

Email: fertility@profileproductions.co.uk 

Website: www.profileproductions.co.uk

British Fertility Society

22 Apex Court 

Woodlands 

Bradley Stoke 

BS32 4JT

Tel: +44 (0)1454 642217

Fax: +44 (0)1454 642222

Email: bfs@bioscientifica.com

Website: www.britishfertilitysociety.org.uk

Association of Clinical Embryologists

c/o Portland Customer Services

Commerce Way

Colchester

CO2 8HP

Tel: +44 (0)1206 796351

Fax: +44 (0)1206 799331

Email: support@embryologists.org.uk

Website: www.embryologists.co.uk 

Society for Reproduction & Fertility

c/o Portland Customer Services

Commerce Way

Colchester

CO2 8HP

Direct dial: +44 (0)1206 226124

Switchboard: +44 (0)1206 796351

Fax: +44 (0)1206 799331

Email: srf@portland-services.com

    Conference organisers Networking events Travelling to Birmingham

Terms and conditions
1. Registration fees include VAT at the prevailing rate, complimentary 

refreshments, lunch and conference materials. They do not 
include accommodation.

2. In order for your booking to be processed you must sign the 
terms and conditions. Your place is not guaranteed until you have 
received email confirmation and joining instructions from Profile 
Productions Ltd. If you do not receive confirmation within 24 
hours of your booking being made, you should contact Profile 
Productions by email at fertility@profileproductions.co.uk 

3. Without exception, all fees must be paid in full prior to the event. 
Any delegates arriving at the conference with their payment 
outstanding will be asked to provide their credit card details as a 
guarantee. Any delegates registering within 28 days of the event 
MUST include a valid credit card for payment on the registration 
form. Bank transfer charges are the responsibility of the payer.

4. Cancellations received before 7 December 2014 will be refunded 
subject to a £45 administration fee. If a cancellation is made 
after 7 December 2014 we regret that no refund can be made. 
Substitute delegates are welcome at no extra charge but we 
require you to advise us of any substitutions 72 hours prior to the 
event. Any cancellations that still have payment outstanding will 
be liable for either the administration fee or the full registration fee, 
dependent on the time of the cancellation.

5. Changes to any aspect the conference (including speakers) 
may be necessary due to events outside the control of Profile 
Productions and the Joint Conference Committee. The organisers 
therefore reserve the right to make any necessary amendments to 
the programme or timings of the event.

6. The details of registered delegates (name, place of work and 
occupation) will be placed on the attendee list which will be given 
to sponsoring companies and exhibitors and made available to 
delegates. Delegates who do not wish to be included on this list 
should advise at the time of booking.

7. There will be photography and/or video production taking place 
during the conference and the resulting images may be used 
for promotional purposes on-line and/or in printed materials. 
Delegates who do not wish their images to be included in this 
material should contact the organisers by email at fertility@
profileproductions.co.uk prior to the event.

8. Attendance fees will not be refunded in the event of threat  
of war, terrorism or other circumstances outside of the  
organisers’ control. 

Please return this form to:

Profile Productions Ltd
Exchange Plaza
58 Uxbridge Road
London W5 2ST

Tel: +44 (0)20 3725 5840 
Fax: +44 (0)844 507 0578
Email: fertility@profileproductions.co.uk 
Web: www.fertility2015.org



The ICC is located centrally and is easily 
accessible by road, plane and train from all 
over the UK and international destinations. 
We are actively encouraging attendees 
to travel by public transport and large 
reductions in fares are available if travel 
is booked well in advance. Virgin trains is 
offering up to 25% discount on advance 
fares for travel. Further details of this offer 
will be provided in joining instructions on 
confirmation of booking.

A range of evening networking events will take place during the 
conference offering the opportunity for delegates to meet with 
friends and colleagues, network, relax and have fun. Details will be 
sent to delegates as part of the joining instructions once registered 
for the conference.
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The exhibition The ICC

The exhibition is a vital part of the event, enabling delegates to 
explore and compare a vast array of products and services and to 
meet new and existing suppliers. The exhibition also features over 
200 poster presentations and catering areas. 

Delegates are encouraged to take the time during the conference 
to visit the exhibitors, as without their support the conference would 
not be possible. 

If you are interested in exhibiting at Fertility please contact us at 
fertility@profileproductions.co.uk or call us on  
+44(0)20 3725 5840.

The ICC is located in the heart of Birmingham’s city centre. 
The ICC provides one of the UK’s largest and most flexible 
conference and event facilities, hosting a wide range of high 
profile conferences, exhibitions and public events. This iconic 
building benefits from a public mall featuring an art gallery, shops, 
restaurants and a business centre and is also home to Symphony 
Hall, one of the finest concert halls in the world. For further 
information please visit www.theicc.co.uk

Accommodation

Birmingham offers an extremely wide range of accommodation 
for all budgets and requirements. Hotel reservations are being 
handled through our appointed agent, Reservation Highway, who 
have negotiated rates for delegates on confirmation of booking. 
Please visit www.reservation-highway.co.uk/fer15 or  
call +44(0) 1423 525 577 for full details.

Conference app

Do not forget to download the 
free conference app from the 
app store on your device by 
searching for ‘Fertility2015’. 
The app will feature all the 
information you need to know 
about conference including 
the programme, speakers, 
abstracts, poster presentations, 
the venue, exhibitor details and 
travel information.


